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Greetings! 

We are very blessed at Pantano to be partnered with such incredible ministries around the world.  
Coming up June 12-13 Pastor Glen's sermon will be about the "unreached" and he will highlight 
our partners and some of their accomplishments. Don't miss it! 
 
The very next Tuesday night, June 15, we'll have our monthly World Connect. That's the place 
where we not only hear the stories of what's happening, but we actually do work to help our 
partners be successful in their ministries. Everyone can make a difference. Come and find out 
what you can do. 
 
In this issue we've got stories on blessing refugee families in Tucson, training leaders in Peru, 
miracles in India, strategies for community transformation and more.  
 
I'd love to hear your feedback about our newsletter. Send me your comments at  
dthoresen@pantanochristian.org. 
 
Grace and peace to you all, 
 
David 
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Our Nepalese Refugee Family 

              
World Connect: June 15 
 
World Connect is moving to Tuesday Nights! 
Next Meeting is June 15, 6-8:30pm  

Help support & encourage our partners around the globe and in our 
community by getting involved in one of the new teams.  Everyone is 
welcome.  We all have a role to play!   
Join us on this evening of fellowship and dinner as you learn more about 
our teams. 

Tuesday, June 15th 
6-8:30 PM (Coop Court) 

Dinner is from 6:00-6:45PM 
 
Dinner is only $3 per person and childcare is available. 
 
 
              
Stories of Impact -  
 
Tucson, Arizona 
"Support Refugee Families in Tucson"  
Nancy Campbell 
 
Two years ago, my husband and I were living a normal insulated life, going to work and taking 
care of our own family.  We were totally in our comfort zone.   
 
Then, someone mentioned to us that refugees from Nepal would begin to arrive in May 2008.  
Fascinated by this, we decided to “take a chance” and meet a family at the airport.  That was all 
it took.  We were hooked!  This precious family has become part of our own extended family.  
We now take time to check on them once a week by phone or with a visit.   

 
We have helped them get Arizona ID cards, go to 
doctor’s appointments, go shopping, register their car, 
get jobs.  I even taught some English lessons to the 
parents and took them to the zoo.  We have laughed and 
cried and shared meals and many cups of tea.  This 
family is Hindu but open to the word of Christ.  They 
have brought so much joy into our lives. 
 
Because we love our first family so much, we have now 
extended ourselves to other families from Nepal, and 

now we are in touch with 12 families on a regular basis.  
We are trying to help these folks get training so they can 

interview for jobs here in the U.S.A.  Thanks to David Thoresen, there is scholarship money 
available for this education. 
 



Pantano Christian Church 
International Outreach Newsletter June 2010 

 

3 

              
Stories of Impact -  
Tucson, Arizona 
"Support Refugee Families in Tucson" (continued) 
 
If anyone is interested in working with new arrivals, our Refugee Life Group is active and open 
to new volunteers.   Please contact us: 
 
Nancy Campbell at Tel: 721-0550   Email: Arizonaskies22@yahoo.com 
Wendy Thweatt (Team Leader) at Tel: 751-4650   Email: whthweatt@cox.net 
 
Also, World Refugee Day is Saturday, June 19th. Join the Free Family Fun, Art, Food & Music.  
For more details, see the ad on our "Opportunities for Involvement" section below. 
 
 
 
              
Refugees in Tucson 
"Escape from Iraq"  

 
My name is Zahara and I am 10 years old.  I came here a year 
ago with my mom, my dad and my brother.  We escaped Iraq 
after my dad witnessed the killing of his brother by militant 
Muslims, and barely escaped himself.  We lived in Jordan for 
a little while and then were granted refugee status to come 
live in America.  I always dreamed of living in America, but 
life here is not at all what I thought it would be.  All the years 
I grew up I always heard how great life in America would be, 
and when we arrived we were so happy, but we quickly 
realized that life here is very hard.  My dad is suffering from 
PTSD (post traumatic stress disorder) and so he does not get 
much sleep, and when he does sleep he has nightmares.  He 
is not the same dad I used to know.  He does not think very 
clearly and sometimes makes bad decisions.  It has affected 
our whole family, mostly because he has not been able to 

find work and my mom has to stay and take care of him.  We have been fortunate to have many 
American friends who come for visits and offer their friendship.  I don't understand why 
Christians want to help us because we are not Christian, we are Muslim, but they say it's because 
Jesus told them to.  My dad does not want to see our American friends anymore because his 
heart and his head are hurting, but sometimes I go out and play with them when they come if my 
dad is not looking. 
 
PRAY FOR THIS FAMILY TO BE OPEN TO THE LOVE AND FRI ENDLY COUNCIL 
OF THE FRIENDS THEY HAVE MADE HERE IN TUCSON.  PRAY  FOR THEM TO 
SEE ISA (JESUS) IN THOSE FRIENDS AND TO BREAK DOWN WALLS THAT ARE 
CAUSING MORE PAIN.  

(Note: the pictures and names do not always match, but the story is true) 
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Stories of Impact -  
Refugees in Tucson 
"Escape from Iraq"  (continued) 
 
 
For more info on receiving these daily stories (available this month only) please contact:  

 
Cherie Gray, Tucson Refugee Ministry 
Email: cherie@tucsonrefugeeministry.com 
Website: http://www.tucsonrefugeeministry.com 
Tel: (520) 360-9195  

 
 
              
 
Trujillo, Peru 
“Servant Leader Training in Perú”  
Tim Coop 
 
Sunday April 11th, 2010 
 
I am sitting in the airport in Lima, Peru, on my way home from the most 
fulfilling experience. I had the privilege of teaching our second Servant Leadership Training on 
Saturday, April 10th. We considered the first seminar, with John Hendee, a great success, with 
150 attending.  
 
On Saturday we had 176 adults, over 200 counting children. I was so anxious for the training and 
so prayed up. Would the material translate? Would I have a good translator? Would I be able to 
be practical and interesting for four hours? Would people listen, or would they go to sleep? I was 
overwhelmed.  
 

My translator, Dinko, a pastor in Trujillo, 
was one of the best I have ever worked 
with. I hardly knew he was there. He 
matched my paths heartbeat for heartbeat, 
gesture for gesture. The people were 
attentive and engaged. I was getting 
feedback during breaks that let me know 

that the Spirit was using the training to speak to the key leaders of PNHI.  
 

I had prayer over all of our Trainers the day before 
as I watched them play soccer together, and asked 
God to help me focus on them in my teaching. Just 
hours ago, before I got on the plane to fly home, I sat 
with one of our key barrio Trainers and he was able 
to open up about the challenges of leadership and I 
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Stories of Impact -  
Trujillo, Peru 
"Servant Leader Training in Peru"  (continued) 
 
was able to do some personal counseling based on the training on Saturday. Saturday evening 
and Sunday at church I was getting feedback that just filled me up. 
 

The training, “The Inner Formation of a Servant Leader” describes 
the process and teaching I have used over the years to disciple 
young believers. Almost every believer in the project is a baby 
believer, even some of our leaders, so the subject spoke to a very 
real need. 
 
The Servant Leadership Training is meeting a need and we already 
consider it an unqualified success. My thanks to Mike and 

Danielle, to Elena the Project secretary, and all of the barrio Trainers who made the training 
work. My special thanks to Kellie Castaneda, our Short-Term Group Coordinator and 
coordinator of the Servant Leadership Training for taking my materials, getting them translated 
and putting them in an attractive, inviting form, and for developing a power point in Spanish 
from those materials. She is my hero. 
 
Our leadership in Trujillo is looking forward to the next Training in May with John Hendee 
teaching on the subject, “How to Make Sense Out of the Bible.” What a great subject for John. I 
wish I could be there for the session! 
 
              
Pingtung County, Taiwan 
Report from the Taiwan Go-Team 
Randy Klug, Diane Schilling, Lucy Smith and Michael Butcher 
 
This was put together by the team of people who went over to support our missionaries in 
Taiwan.  Please enjoy it.   
 
Taiwan Go-Team Video (A Must See) 
 

 
We departed from Tucson airport early on 4/26 and arrived in 
Kaoshuing, Taiwan airport at around 10 PM on 4/28.  This was a 
28 hours trip so we were tired but in good shape. 
 
Our main goal was to give support and encouragement to Dave & 
Jeanay Stiles and some of their indigenous partners.  This included 
praying for the Stiles and their ministry and also praying against 
strongholds that are keeping the Taiwanese working class from 

committing to Jesus Christ.  We also wanted to see whether there would be any possibilities of 
bringing young people on future trips. 
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Stories of Impact -  
 
Pingtung County, Taiwan 
"Report from the Taiwan Go-Team"  (continued) 
 
Our schedules were kept less filled so that we devoted more time to prayer, listening to the 
Spirit, and being rested.  We began each day with prayer and worship.  We made a point to pray 
for major areas of the society such as schools, government offices, law enforcement, and 
hospitals. 
  
One of the days was spent going around and praying for some 
different churches and their leadership, whether the leaders 
were present or not.  
This included Abraham's church where the Stiles are members. 
Abraham shared with us what the Two Wings Program is all 
about.  It is a program that trains members to eventually start a 
home cell group where family and neighbors will be invited 
to join and learn more about God and be saved.  It is a very 
thorough and effective program for winning lost souls, 
including the working class who don't read and write.  
 
We also were able to attend one of the English classes that the Stiles conduct with two different 
churches.  In teaching these classes, the Stiles use oral Bible stories so the people can verbally 
pass along the story of Jesus.  They are seeing some good results from this type of teaching. 
  
When Abraham visits the churches he is responsible for, he lets the Stiles accompany him.  The 
Stiles have been invited to return to speak and/or pray in several of these churches.  They are 
making some great connections by the grace of God. 
 

We witnessed some spiritual break-
through with the youth and heard 
about new things taking place to 
draw this very important part of the 
population to Christ. 
 
We, along with Dave & Jeanay, are grateful for this 
journey.  We thank you for your prayers and support.  
Please continue to pray for this ministry and the people of 
Taiwan who are deceived by Satan and the many false gods 

in which they are in bondage to. 
 
If you would like to know more about this trip, please contact any of the team members. 
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Stories of Impact -  
 
Bihar, India  
"Barren Woman Conceives Through Prayer" 
Ponraj and the BORN Team 
 
Ramesh Kumar and Reeta Kumari were married ten years back and lived in Adhvaiya village of 
Kaimur District, Bhojpuri Region- Bihar State. They are from a Hindu family and worshiped 
many gods and goddesses and did many rituals. 
 
After a year they found that Reeta was barren and that they could not have children.  In the 
Hindu society in which they lived, people felt that after marriage the couple should have a child; 
and if they could not, it was a curse by the gods.   
 
People started talking bad things about the couple. The family members also started giving a lot 
of trouble to the couple and particularly to Reeta as they thought that it was her personal conduct 
that had affected the family.  
 
The parents of Ramesh planned that he should get married with another woman so that they 
could have a grandchild.  However, Ramesh resisted that plan and continued to love Reeta and 
lived with her. 
 
Discouraged and distressed, Ramesh and Reeta lived a miserable life for ten long years.  They 
checked with many doctors and also did all the Hindu rituals and visited the witch doctors. But 
all their efforts were not fruitful and they continued their life of hopelessness. 
 
Then in January 2009, Pastor Naval Kishor visited 
Adhvaiya village to share the Gospel to the people. After 
three months, several people accepted Christ.  Ramesh 
and Reeta were among them. While attending the gospel 
meeting, Ramesh and Reeta requested the pastor to pray 
for them and especially to have a child.  
 
After the prayer, the Lord did the miracle and they came 
to know that Reeta was pregnant with a child.   
 
In March 2010, Reeta gave birth to a child and it became a great witness to the family members 
and friends in the village.  After hearing this miracle, many people in the village trusted in Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Later Ramesh attended the Portable Bible School for 40 days and became an elder in the 
Adhvaiya village church. Now Ramesh and Reeta live a happy family life and continue to 
witness the power of God to the people they meet. 



Pantano Christian Church 
International Outreach Newsletter June 2010 

 

8 

              
Strategies for Community Transformation -  
"Helping Without Hurting"  
 
PCC is committed to helping facilitate true community 
transformation in the places that we and our international partners 
work. Below is the first of a three-part series that describes the 
key principles that we strive to follow when working with poor 
communities. 
 
 
How to Help the Poor Without Hurting Them...and Ourselves 
By Dr. Brian Fikkert 
Mandate Newsletter, 2007 Edition - Issue # 3 
Copyright © 2010 by the Chalmers Center (www.chalmers.org).  
Reprinted with permission 
 
 
(SEE ATTACHED COPY AFTER PAGE 14) 
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Opportunities for Involvement 
 
June 19:  Tucson World RefugeeFEST 2010  
Free Family Fun, Art, Food & Music - Join the Celebration! 
 

RefugeeFEST 2010 – Celebrating the New American Tapestry! 
 
Every year, Tucson opens its arms to hundreds of refugees: survivors of violence and conflict 
worldwide.  Our community is now home to more than 10,000 new Americans who have 
become our friends and neighbors. America has a history of embracing diversity and vibrant 
cultural traditions. We are defined by this ever-changing tapestry. 
  
Bhutanese song and celebration, Iraqi call to action and freedom, Eritrean drumming and dance 
and Cuban food and entertainment are now part of Tucson. 
  
Together we join in one voice to share a common story: how the joy of sharing cultures helps 
overcome the world’s most horrifying crimes. 
  
RefugeeFEST 2010 is a free family celebration held in downtown Tucson at El Presidio Park on 
Saturday, June 19th from 5-9pm. Consider this an invitation to your senses as live musical and 
dance performances, original craftwork, interactive activities and ethnic cuisines will be featured 
on this cool, summer eve.  
 

Date:  Saturday, June 19th 
Time:  5:00 - 9:00 pm 

Location:  El Presidio Park, Downtown 
 
For full schedule, performers, or more info visit our website http://www.tucsonrefugeefest.com/ 
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Opportunities for Involvement (continued) 
 
 
Aug 5-6: The Leadership Summit 2010 
 

 
 
This conference will be a great help to anyone who is a leader or wanting to become one.  It 
provides lots of personal spiritual growth challenges as well as practical ideas on how to serve 
and lead well.  
 
This year's theme "Lead where you are"  will provide opportunity to hear from church leaders, 
business and non-profit leaders who are living what they teach.  
 
For a full list and description of the speakers go to: Summit Speakers  
 
To register, go to the Leadership Summit site on our PCC front web page or go to: 
http://pccwired.org/summit/and put in the password TLS2010.   
 
Pantano Christian Church is offering a discount rate of $75 for the first 200 registrants. 
 
 
Date: Thursday August 5th & Friday August 6th 
Time: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Location: PCC Auditorium 
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Opportunities for Involvement (continued) 
 
 
August 2010: Program of Academic Exchange  
Have You Ever Considered Hosting A Foreign Exchange Student? 
 
 
Program of Academic Exchange (PAX), www.pax.org is a non-
profit educational organization that promotes and arranges 
international student exchange to foster the positive development of 
the world's young people and to support international peace, 
friendship and cross-cultural understanding. 
 
A small group of high school scholarship students from Russia, Ukraine, the Balkans, Central & 
South East Asia and Africa are coming to US in August through the U.S. State Department 
federally funded grants: Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) and Youth Exchange and Study (YES) 
Programs. FLEX & YES students are selected through a merit-based competition. Thousands of 
young people apply and only a small number are chosen based on their maturity, personality, 
academics and English skills. These students cannot wait to share their culture with an American 
family! 

 
Open your home to one of these amazing finalists and teach your children 
about the wider world!  
 
Host families provide a bed, a place to do quiet studying, and the love and 
support any teenager would need. PAX exchange students have had a 
minimum of 3 years of English and are required to maintain grades of C 
or better in all classes. They have their own insurance and spending 
money. Families can expect students to help with household chores and 

participate in family activities.  
 
Host families come in all shapes and sizes including single people, families with children, and 
retirees. This is a wonderful chance to make a lifelong friend and help a young person learn more 
about America. Promote peace and understanding for the world’s future leaders, both American 
and foreign. 
 
If you (or somebody you know) are interested in hosting a FLEX/YES student, please call: 
 
Andria Palmer at 662-889-4264; Email:  andriapalmer@gmail.com or  
Becky at the PAX National Office at 1-800-555-6211 x 301; Email: brikenas@pax.org 
 
For more information visit: www.pax.org 
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Opportunities for Involvement (continued) 
 
Weekly: Missions Prayer Meetings 
 

There's no better way to start your day than by praying together for the things 
dear to God's heart - like blessing the nations!  
 
Join us weekly as we unleash God's power through prayer for our missions 
partners around the world.  
There's no way to make a greater impact than through prayer.  
...for My House will be a house of prayer for all nations. IS 56:7 

Date:  every Tuesday 
Time:  6:30am 

Location:  ET campus, Mod D1 
 
For any questions contact: David Thoresen at (520) 258-5395 or dthoresen@pantanochristian.org 
 
 
              
Additional Opportunities for Involvement 
Focus Teams @ World Connect 
David Thoresen 
 
Everyone can get involved in making our world different! We’re forming the following teams to 
engage the church in international outreach. This is just a glimpse of what each team will do. 
 
Communications Team 
�  A group that is dedicated to showing the church what God is up to around the world.  
�  Help promote international outreach to the whole church.  
�  Publish the International Outreach Newsletter. 
�  Work on PCC website, design brochures, etc.  
 
Team Leader:  Tamara Pflughoeft, Email: tamilp@gmail.com, Phone: 903-7365 Mobile 
Asst Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
 
 
Missionary Care Team 
�  This team will serve as encouragers to PCC missionaries.  
�  Encourage our missionaries through emails, Skype calls, cards, care packages. 
�  Plan special events for when missionaries visit the US. 
 
Team Leader:  Randy Klug, Email: klugrg@msn.com, Phone: 733-9340 Home / 270-8220 Mobile 
Asst Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
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Community Transformation Team 
�  Learn best practices in how to alleviate poverty without creating dependency. Support our 

partners around the world in empowering communities for lasting transformation.  
�  Work on clean water projects, microenterprise development and orphan support. 
�  Learn about the Community Health Evangelism (CHE) strategy and help support our 

partners’ CHE programs in villages around the globe. 
 
Team Leader: June Crawford, Email: jcrawford@theriver.com, jcrawford@copygraphix.biz,  
Phone: 792-4999 Work / 349-7144 Mobile 
Asst Team Leader: Greg Lynch, Email: greg.lynch@ecvs-inc.com, Phone: 820-1601 Mobile 
 
 
Short-term Trip Specialists 
�  Become an expert in planning all aspects of short-term mission trips and assist short-term trip 

leaders as they plan trips to the mission field. 
�  Provide support to STM trip Team Leaders in all stages of their planning. 
�  Learn best practices in short-term trip preparation, on-field activities, and post-trip debriefing 

and follow-up.  Help improve our short-term missions program. 
 
Team Leader:  Donna Gudgel, Email: dgudgel56@cox.net, Phone: 544-4864 Hm/ 850-1557 Mobile 
Asst Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
 
 
Internationals in Tucson Team 
�  God has brought the nations to our doorstep. Be a blessing to refugees and international 

students here in Tucson.  
�  Help refugees adjust to life in America. Whether you can spend an hour a month or an hour a 

day, you can make a difference in the lives of refugee families in our city. 
�  Host an international student for an hour a month. Whether it’s dinner or bowling, you can 

make a great impact in their lives. 
 
Team Leader:  Wendy Thweatt, Email: whthweatt@cox.net, Phone: (520) 405-1995 Mobile 
Asst Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
 
 
The Kids & Youth Team 
�  This team will focus on engaging children and youth in international outreach.  
�  Organize and promote awareness of international outreach for young people in the church. 
�  Leads the monthly Kids & Youth international outreach team meetings (after meal time). 
 
Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
Asst Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
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Prayer & Worship Team 
�  Help the whole congregation to get involved in international outreach through prayer and 

worship. 
�  Mobilize the church to pray for our international outreach partners. 
�  Plan periodic prayer events such as concerts of prayer.   
 
Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
Asst Team Leader:  (To be filled.) 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Thoresen 
Director of International Outreach 
Pantano Christian Church 
10355 E. 29th Street 
Tucson, AZ 85748 
(520) 298-5395 x216 
dthoresen@pantanochristian.org 
 

 
You can follow us on Twitter, just click on the link. 
 


